Wolfgang Fritz: The Reibers-Lessons.

Wolfgang Fritz: The Reibers-Lessons.
1

Foreword.
2

Countries of similar size.
3

Countries with common roots.
3

Breakdown of the old world.
7

Times of desaster
9

Cold war and iron courtain
12

.Crisis of the after-war system.
19

European Union.
23

Discussion within the Adults Group.
25

Ways out of the Jewish Arab conflict.
28


Foreword.

Five times, since 2003, Evelyn Böhmer-Laufer has organized Peace-Camps in Carinthia and Lower Austria.  For 2008 she decided to do also some historical work in it and I had the honour of being invited to help her. 

As every year we had four groups of young people here with us: Jewish and arab Israelis, Hungarians and Austrians. These groups  presented to the plenum a home-prepared survey of several points of their history, and I tried to complete and replenish, to make clear and give the necessary facts for discussion.

The concept I beared in mind was to show the mutuality of history between Austria, Hungary and Israel. Not only Austria and Hungary are heirs of the old Habsburg Empire but also Zionism and so the state of Israel had its origin in Vienna, in the head of genious Theodor Herzl.  And also Hitler got the ideas for his criminal plans in Vienna. These where stories, I had to tell, and also I had to draw the conclusions: all this ended with the worst thinkable catastrophy and at the end we had to live with compromises, with which made before one could have avoided all the terror and blood. Wouldn’t it be possible to find such compromises between Israel and Palestine today? 

For our kids we could organise a historical lesson on the spot. We walked to the Czech border.  There has been the Iron Courtain here before and nothing left by now than a sign-post, informing, that here begins the Czech republic. And everyone is allowed to cross this border. 

An old female farmer from the next village had the kindness to tell us stories about the old times when farmers where looked over by soldiers with guns and arrested when they came to the wrong side collecting mushrooms or looking for their cows. She also told us about refugees fleeing from the new Czech republic and little children starving there, and whole villages destroyed. The comparison between then and now showed us that political conflicts are to be solved and helped us to imagine that there will be a time, when we have the same results between Israel and Palestine, too. So we formed a circle there and sang „We shall overcome.“

On the following pages I try to summarize our talkabouts in a short form so that they can be used for occasions to come. I had to complete them with facts and figures that have not given so exactly in Reibers, and I used Wikipedia for it. In the articles given there you can find more about it.

Countries of similar size.

· In square kilometers Austria and Hungary are countries of nearly similar size: with an aera of ca. 93.000:84.000  km2, Israel is much smaller with only 22.000 km2, 

· but Israel has with ca 7 Millions of inhabitants (Hungary 10 Millions, Austria 8 Millions) nearly the same size in population. 

· In the figures of wealth: Austria is best off with a GDP of 36.000 $ per capita,  which means the 8th place in the international scale. Israel holds with 33.000 $ per capita, the 22 th rank, and Hungary with 20.700 $ the 39 th in the world.

Countries with common roots.

· The Habsburg monarchy was the political organisation of Central Europe till 1918.

· Many nations and religions living together in eastern middle Europe. In this state there where living German and Slovenian speeking Alpine austrians, German Czech or Yiddish speaking Viennese, Czech and German speeking Bohemians and Morawians, Hungarian, Slovakian, Rumanian, Serbian, and German speeking Hungarians, Croatians and Italians in the south and a mix of nations in provinces like Galicia and Bukowina. Most of them where Roman catholics but there where a lot of protestants, jews and orthodox people, too. 

· Industrialization made this a problem. The building of and the problems with nations began with capitalism and industrialization: For most people in a country there were only peasants and their lord in feudalism. These peasants had no relationsship to government or to peasants in other parts of the country. So you had in Austria German speaking villages near croatic speaking and so on.

· Bad life of the workers in the cities. In the process of industrialization people left their villages and went to the cities where the manufactories where situated. Now they came aware of their national differences between themselves, and quite more important, between themselves and their masters, between themselves and the policemen in the streets. The social situation of these early workers was very bad. They had to work 12 hours a day and more they were bad accomodated and fed, they had no medical care and no good schools for their children.

· German language does not have to mean German nation. For historical reasons the political elite of the Habsburg Monarchy, beginning with the Emperor was German speaking, and so German was the ruling langague in old Austria. And so all the bosses here where speaking German. German speaking was the boss of the mill in the manifactury, German speaking policemen, officers, teachers and judges. They often were not native German speakers and they mostly had nothing to do with all the German dialects speaking little men in the Alps or in Bohemia. This upperclass German was the artificial langague of the ruling classes. Take my example. My anchestors were pour peasants in the province of Tyrol with no connection to the privileged German speaking classes at all. The kind of German they spoke was not understood outside of Tyrol and if one of us wanted to achieve a better education he or she had to learn German like a foreign langague.

· Social conflict become national conflicts.  But now you see that a social conflict got the flavour of a national conflict and national problems began to overlay the more important social ones. So Austrian workers began to struggle for their rights, for fair wages, civil services for everyone and democracy in a single international party but it ended with a workers party for nearly every nation.

· New middle classes. With ongoing process of industrialization children of peasants and workers managed to achieve a better education by themselves and growing in number one day denied  to give up their nationality fort he sake of making career. So national middle classes arose and began their struggle against the ruling German speeking classes. And these new national middleclasses got the lead over their whole nations.

· Old nations and new nations. There was also a big difference between these new nations: There were old nations with long tradition and high culture like the Hungarian, Czech, Polish or Italians, and there were young nations who lacked such a tradition like the Slovenians or Slovakians. 

· Jews being  old and young nation in the same time. Interesting the jews: In one respect they were a community of religion in the other they were one of the oldest nations in the world, since they were expelled from the wholy land, almost 2000 years ago. But they were also one of the youngest nations, wherever they built their Zionist communities. Some of them wanted to merge with other nations, especially with the Germans but also with the Hungarian or Czech nation, some of them were still wanting to have their lives as religious outsiders and some of them lead by Theodor Herzl wanted the Jews to form a new modern nation.

· Struggle between Christian and Jewish German speaking people Inside the German speaking nation there began a struggle between Christian and jewish groups. As jews in their international experience and old tradition of learning where masters in forming a middle class and the Christian Germans saw this with jealousy. And some of them not wanting to admit that jews where cleverer than them, began to use the old Christian prejudice against jews and to defame them as wicked strangers that had to leave the country.

· Theodor Herzl (1860-1904) was born in Budapest in 1860, and educated in the spirit of the German – Jewish Enlightenment, as a secular Jew. In 1878 the Herzls moved to Vienna, where Theodor Herzl studied law in the university of Vienna, graduating in 1884. After studying Herzl became a journalist, acting as Paris correspondent for influential liberal Vienna newspaper Neue Freie Presse. When in 1894, Captain Alfred Dreyfus, a Jewish officer in the French army, was falsely accused of treason, Herzl became convinced that the Jews needed a country of their own. He proposed to collect funds from Jews around the world by a company which would work toward settling Jews in Palestine. and securing a state. Eventually this idea was transformed into the Zionist Organization, the Jewish National Fund and other organizations.   The Jewish State and Herzl's novel,  Altneuland (Old New Land) published in 1902,  pictured a Jewish social utopia in Palestine. It would be a pluralist, technologically advanced, secular society with equality for Arabs.   Altneuland became a symbol of the Zionist vision in the Land of Israel.  (Ami Isserow. http:://www.zionism-israel.com)

· Adolf Hitler: From 1905 on, Hitler lived a bohemian life in Vienna on an orphan's pension and support from his mother. He was rejected twice by the Academy of Fine Arts Vienna (1907–1908), citing "unfitness for painting," and was told his abilities lay instead in the field of architecture. Following the school rector's recommendation, he too became convinced this was the path to pursue, yet he lacked the proper academic preparation for architecture schooL. On 21 December 1907, Hitler's mother died of breast cancer at age 47. Ordered by a court in Linz, Hitler gave his share of the orphans' benefits to his sister Paula. When he was 21, he inherited money from an aunt. He struggled as a painter in Vienna, copying scenes from postcards and selling his paintings to merchants and tourists. In 1909, he lived in a shelter for the homeless. By 1910, he had settled into a house for poor working men.Hitler said he first became an anti-Semite in Vienna, which had a large Jewish community, including Orthodox Jews who had fled from pogroms in Russia. Vienna at that time was a hotbed of traditional religious prejudice and 19th century racism. Hitler may have been influenced by the writings of the ideologist and anti-Semite Lanz von Liebenfels and polemics from politicians such as Karl Lueger, founder of the Christian Social Party and Mayor of Vienna, the composer Richard Wagner, and Georg Ritter von Schönerer, leader of the pan-Germanic Away from Rome! movement. Hitler claimed that Jews were enemies of the Aryan race. He held them responsible for Austria's crisis. He also identified certain forms of Socialism and Bolshevism, which had many Jewish leaders, as Jewish movements, merging his anti-Semitism with anti-Marxism. Later, blaming Germany's military defeat on the 1918 revolutions, he considered Jews the culprit of Imperial Germany's downfall and subsequent economic problems as well. Generalising from tumultuous scenes in the parliament of the multi-national Austrian monarchy, he decided that the democratic parliamentary system was unworkable. 

· They were not able to solve their real problems. At least the leading political classes with the Emperor on top where unable to find a political structure in which all these nations and classes could develop and survive. And all those classes and all those nations where unable to come together and find a solution for their problems by themselves. So  the better these state developed in industry and culture, the worse the fight and struggle in the political area was. 

Breakdown of the old world.

· World War I. Austria-Hungary was allied with Germany, a young and over-ambitious nation. So this country which could not afford any war has been muggled into the German superpower-plans and payed this with its end after lost World War I.

· A lot of little national states. As you now, in this big war the old Monarchy perished. In its place there arose a couple of little national states, eagerly closing up their borders, with worse economy than before and still all the national struggles they had tried to escape. Only one of these countries, Czechoslovakia, could manage to form a decent democracy. All the others came out with dictatorships. 

· Bitter defeat also for Hungarians. For the Hungarians the defeat was as bitter as for  the German Austrians. They lost a big part of their territories with lots of ethnic Hungarians living in the neighbouring new countries.

· Socialist revolution in Austria and Hungary: In both countries after the armistice there broke out a proletarian revolution in which communists a party which had taken over in Russia two years before,  had a big deal. In Hungary the revolutionary forces got hold on the whole country but at last revolution failed. The old ruling classes came back to government with the dictatorship of an Admiral of the old Imperial navy, named Horthy.  

· Austrian workers liking the new state. In Austria moderate Social Democrats had enough influence on workers to avoid civil war. So democracy worked till 1933 when Dollfuß formed his semi-fascist regime. During this time of democracy Austrian workers learned to identify with this new state. They achieved a number of new rights and coming true of some of their hopes in socialist Red Vienna. 

· Austrian middle  classes hating the new state. For middle classes and the old ruling classes the new situation was much worse, as they had lost their social basis with the crash of economy and their positions  in state with the crash of the old administration. So a growing part of them were hoping that a new German Empire would bring them back to the old glory.. 

· Bad development of the Weimar republic. But Germany, isle of hope for so many Austrians, had a strange and dangerous development. Revolution ended with a civil war and the killing of famous leaders of the left like Liebknecht and Luxemburg. Inflation was much worse than in Austria. Radical parties like Communists and Nazi played an important role. At least the Nazi-Party of Adolf Hitler came to power with the help of other right-wing parties.

·  At the same time in Palestine. British desire to gain Jewish support in the fight against Germany in world war I, led foreign minister Lord Balfour to make the Balfour Declaration of 1917. This stated that the British Government "view[ed] with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people"..."it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine". The British invasion force, led by General Allenby, included a force of Jewish volunteers (mostly Zionists), known as the Jewish Legion.

· Palestine mandat fort he United Kingdom. After World War I, the League of Nations formally assigned the Palestine mandate to the United Kingdom, endorsing the terms of the Balfour Declaration and additionally requiring the British to set up the Jewish Agency that would administer Jewish affairs in Palestine. An additional treaty was signed with the USA (which did not join the League of Nations) in which the USA endorsed the terms of the mandate.

Times of desaster

· Nazi to take over in Germany. Hitler became German Reichskanzler on January 30th 1933. The nazis took their chance at once and radical in errecting a brutal and effective dictatorship. Their most important target was revenge for world war one  and a German world empire as result. For that reason they had to defeat and colonisize the Sowjet-Union. To be able to do so they had to re-organize economy. And they had to motivate all the parts of population to support this aims. This was not so difficult with army and bureaucracy for which these goals where their own ones. They had only to get convinced to fight for it under Nazi leadership. Big business got opportunities enough to make big bargains so that they forgot about free enterprise. Petty bourgeoisie received lots of posts and offices which gave them the feeling of being important. Most difficult was it to win the workers whose parties and unions the nazis destroyed at first. But they gave them full employment and the feeling of being part of a „Volksgemeinschaft.“ And this also worked. Most important for the Nazi-regime was non stop-propaganda every day, every minute. 

· Jews being the scapegoat. As we know, such a strong and narrow community needs an enemy. This role had to play the jewish minority. To be against jews was an old religious prejudice, which could easily be restored,  jews where also more engaged in modern times than other parts of populations were. Jews were to be found under left-wing politicians, in big business and in modern art, and so they could also be made responsible for the failings of modern times. And jews where concurrents in business, science, medicin and politics. Their elimination was promising a lot of advantages. But of course real jews and their real situation  had nothing to do with their beeing prepared to serve as a  scapegoat for all the atavistic hartred that was in German people after all those bad times and wanted to come out of them. Tragic and absurd was so the destiny of jewish people. They where not only set out of their civil rights and their properties they  where also victims of an industrial mass-murder the world has never seen before. 

· Steps of persecution: Reichstagsbrandverordnung.In February 1933 the German Reichstag (the House of Parliament) burned. The incendiary was a single dutch man but the Nazis used the situation to decree the Reichstagsbrandverordnung, which  cancelled Human Rights: right of personal freedom, of opinion of free assembly and so on. In March German Reichstag  granted the Ermächtigungsgesetz, with which it abolished its own right to make laws. From now on only Hitler and his government made the bills. Now they forbade all the other partys there organisations and newspapers and imprisoned there political enemies, especially Socialists and Communists.  Public servants. In April 1934 they expelled jewish  and leftist officers form public service.Nuremberg laws. In September 1935 the Nuremberg laws where proclaimed. From now on no Jew was allowed to marry an aryan and no jew was allowed to have a sexual relation to an aryan. Inobedience to this law was fined with prison. From now on also jews where not able to be German citizens. The last jewish public servants had to go and jews where not allowed to participate in elections, jews where not allowed to be lawyers or medical doctors. After all this a lot of jews fled to foreign countries. They had to pay a Reichsfluchtsteuer (escape-tax) and where not allowed to take foreign money, jewelry or other precious things with them. In April 1938 all the jews that where still in Germany had to declare  there property. In November 1938 there was a progrom organized by the Nazi party in which all the jewish synagogues where destroyed, lots of jewish people where offended, killed or brought to the KZs. After that jews had to pay an expiatory sacrifice of one billion Reichsmark what meant a quarter of there wealth.  At the end of 1938 jews lost there right to run a business. They had to sell there shops to aryans or to hand  them over to trustees. The proceeds had to go to a blocked account from which taxes where token. From October 23 on jews where not allowed to leave Germany.  They where brought to extermination camps. Their  systematical extinction began.  Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, France, and so on, whereever the German troops came, they  robbed the jewish population of their civil rights their fortune and in the end their lives. It was the worst criminal deed the world has seen

· Alluring achievements for the Austrians. For Austrians the early achievments of Nazi-Germany were quite alluring. They had been living in a weak bureaucratic and clerical dictatorship which they had thousand reasons to hate. So more and more Austrians wanted to be part of this German success particularly because they considered themselves to be Germans. When Hitler finally sent his army to Austria this was also an incentive for an Austrian inside Nazi revolution. And while Germans came to rule the „schlappen Ostmärker“, Austrian Nazis were to rule and to commit Nazi crimes in other countries all over Europe. 

· Hungarians going with Germany and Italy. After the „Anschluss“ of Austria Hungarians were afraid of facing the same fate as the Austrians. They also hoped to re-gain some of their lost territories with German help.  So in autumn of 1938 their foreign policy became  pro-German and pro-Italian. Jews were oppresed with a harsher Second Jewish Law, which greatly restricted Jewish employment and defined Jews by race instead of religion so that baptized jews could also be persued.  On the other hand Nazi-Germany helped Hungary to get some of its lost regions back from Slovakia, Rumania and Yugoslavia.

· Hungary in war and shoa. On July 1, 1941, Hungary entered World war II at the direction of the Germans, the Hungarian Karpat Group advanced far into southern Russia. During the Battle of Stalingrad, the Hungarian Second Army suffered terrible losses. In the meantime the infamous SS Colonel Adolf Eichmann went to Hungary to oversee the large-scale deportations of Jews to German death camps in occupied Poland. Between May 15 and July 9, Hungarian authorities deported 437.402 Jews. 

· Hungarian fascism. In September of 1944, Soviet forces crossed the Hungarian border. On 15 October of 1944, Horthy announced that Hungary had signed an armistice with the Soviet Union. The Germans launched Operation Panzerfaust and, by kidnapping his son, forced Horthy to abrogate the armistice, and name the leader of the Hungarian Nazi Party, the Arrow Cross Party, Ferenc Szálasi, as Prime Minister. In cooperation with the Nazis, Szálasi restarted the deportations of Jews, particularly in Budapest. Thousands more Jews were killed by Arrow Cross members. The retreating German army demolished the rail, road, and communications systems. On December 28, 1944, an antifascist provisional government was formed in Hungary under acting Prime Minister Béla Miklós which signed an armistice in Moscow on January 20. 1945.

· Fights between jews and arabs in Palestine. Following the Jaffa riots in may 1921, in which after a may-demonstration nearly hundred jews and arabs came to death, the British mandatory authorities enacted a system of immigration quotas to ensure that Jewish immigration did not disrupt Palestine's economy. An exception was made for Jews with over 1000 Pounds in cash (a large sum in those days), or professionals with over 500 Pounds, who would be allowed in despite the quotas. A decision was made to remove Transjordan from the mandate and allow an independent state to be created there. Jewish immigration grew slowly in the 1920s. However, the increased persecution of European Jews by the European Fascist powers (such as the Third Reich) resulted in a marked increase in Jewish immigration, aggravating the already heightened communal tensions. Growing Jewish migration led to increasing Arab fury at the incursion on Palestine, resulting in large-scale rebellion (1936-1939 Arab uprising).

· The Peel commission: Concerned that sympathy for the Palestinian Arabs would damage Anglo-Arab/Muslim relations, Britain responded by creating a Royal Commission chaired by Lord Peel. The Peel Commission recommended the partition of Palestine into two separate autonomous regions for Jews and Arabs, with Britain maintaining overall control over the territory. However, the increasing probability of major war in Europe prompted Britain to focus on Arab goodwill and the prevention of immigration by the growing numbers of Jews trying to enter Palestine. The result was the 1939 White Paper which restricted Jewish immigration to 75,000 over the next five years (further levels requiring Arab consent) and the promise to establish an independent Palestine under Arab majority rule within the next ten years.

· Finally Hitler failed because of his own prejudices. He tought that democracies where weak and the English democracy was strong enough to come over this time. He tought that „Slawen sind Sklaven“ and russians showed him that they where able not to come under his boots. And he tought that jews were rubbish and that nobody in foreign countries would care for them. In realitiy his crimes against them made him an outlaw for all countries and all times.

Cold war and iron courtain

· End of friendship US/SU: With the end of World War II there came the end of peace and friendship between  the new super-powers US and SU. With cold war there was no time left to think over the past. In Germany like in Austria everyone was welcome who was against communism whatever he has done under the Nazis. 

· Two Germanies. Germany was divided in two parts, a western and an eastern one. Austria too, but it managed to keept it’s national unity. The other parts of the old monarchy became part of the communist system. In Hungary and Czechoslovakia a stringent Stalinist structure of power was settled. Yugoslavia tried to be Socialist but between the big blocs of power.  

· In Austria Government of Conservatives, Socialists and Communists. In Austria the former Chancellor Renner formed a Government consisting of Socialists, Conservatives and Communists with backing of the Red Army. They managed to hold an early election at the end of 1945  which showed Communist party as being insignificant.

· Birth of the Austrian nation. The Austrians not only abjured the German dream. Some of them also discovered that they never had tried to put the Austrian people to the German carriage and that they where victims of the German ambitions, like the Czechs or the Dutch. 

· Economic miracle with a little help by the US. When USA rolled out the Marshall-plan, Austria received a very important help to reestablish its economy. And so it managed to be part of the economic miracle that made Germany an economical superpower . And so they benefitted from the Golden Age that  afterwar-economy  contributed to its working classes.

· Hungary remains small. The Soviet Army occupied Hungary from September 1944 until April 1945. By signing the Peace Treaty of Paris, Hungary again lost all the territories that it gained between 1938 and 1941. Neither Western Allies nor the Soviet Union supported any change in Hungary's pre-1938 borders.

· Big smallholders. In elections held in November 1945, the Independent Smallholders' Party won 57% of the vote. The Hungarian Communist Party, under the leadership of Mátyás Rákosi and Ernő Gerő, received support from only 17% of the population. The Soviet commander in Hungary, Marshal Voroshilov, refused to allow the Smallholders Party to form a government. Instead Voroshilov established a coalition government with the communists holding some of the key posts. On 1946-02-01, the Republic was declared, and the leader of the Smallholders, Zoltán Tildy, was named president and Ferenc Nagy prime minister. Mátyás Rákosi became deputy prime minister.

· Communists swallow socialists. The Hungarian Workers Party (formed by a merger of the Communist Party and the Social Democratic Party) became the largest single party in the elections in 1947 and served in the coalition People's Independence Front government. The communists gradually gained control of the government and by 1948 the Social Democratic Party ceased to exist as an independent organization. Its leader, Béla Kovács was arrested and sent to Siberia. 

· The peoples republic of Hungary. On 18 August 1949, the Parliament passed the new constitution of Hungary modelled after the 1936 constitution of the Soviet Union. The name of the country changed to People's Republic of Hungary, "the country of the workers and peasants" where "every authority is held by the working people". Socialism was declared as the main goal of the nation. Mátyás Rákosi, the new leader of Hungary, demanded complete obedience from fellow members of the Hungarian Workers Party. His main rival for power was László Rajk, was arrested and at his trial in September 1949 he made a forced confession. Mátyás Rákosi now attempted to impose authoritarian rule on Hungary. An estimated 2,000 people were executed and over 100,000 were imprisoned. These policies were opposed by some members of the Hungarian Workers Party and around 200,000 were expelled by Rákosi from the organization.

· Conflicts in Palestine. After the war many European jews who had escaped the Shoa tried to come to Israel. Britain would not allow this and brought immigrants to Cyprus or back to Germany. So Jewish militias like Haganah formed a resistance movement against the British, which in July 1946 bombed the British Military Headquarters in Palestine at the King David Hotel, killing 92 (most of them civilians)

· UN wants partition in Palestine. In September 1947 the United Nations Special Committee on Palestine (UNSCOP) reported in favour of partition in Palestine, a suggestion ratified by the UN General Assembly on November 29, 1947.The result would be the creation of two states, one Arab and one Jewish, with the city of Jerusalem to be under the direct administration of the United Nations.

· The creation of the State of Israel. Concerned that implementation of partition would severely damage Anglo-Arab/Muslim relations, Britain resolved to withdraw without cooperating with the UN resolution (which required the British to slowly hand control over to the UN). The date of departure was fixed for August 1948, yet final evacuation was completed by May 1948. Fighting began before the British departure. On May 14, 1948, the last British forces left Haifa, and the Jewish Agency, led by David Ben-Gurion, declared the creation of the State of Israel, in accordance with the 1947 UN Partition Plan. U.S. President Harry S. Truman immediately recognized the new state, followed hours later by Soviet premier Joseph Stalin.

· The war.  Arab League members Egypt, TransJordan, Syria, Lebanon and Iraq declared war and announced their rejection of the UN partition decision. They claimed the right of self-determination for the Arabs of Palestine over the whole of Palestine and charged that a quarter of a million Arabs had fled Palestine due to 'Zionist aggression'. Saudi-Arabia and Yemen also sent forces to participate in the invasion.

· Ceasefire. In March 1949, after many months of battle, a permanent ceasefire went into effect and Israel's interim borders, later known as the Green Line, were established. Following the ceasefire declaration, Britain released over 2,000 Jewish prisoners it was holding on Cyprus and recognized the state of Israel. On May 11, 1949, when the war ended, Israel was admitted as a member of the United Nations. According to United Nations figures, 711,000 Palestinians left Israeli-controlled territory in 1948 and 1949. As a result of the war of 1948 and the birth of Israel, several hundreds of thousands of Jews fled Arab lands, and most of them settled in Israel

· After the war.At the end of the war, Egypt annexed the Gaza Strip and Transjordan annexed the "West Bank" and eastern Jerusalem, including the Old City. The creation of an Arab Palestinian state with Jerusalem as its capital, alongside the state of Israel, was not pursued by the two Arab nations that seized territory west of the Jordan River following the end of the British mandate. The Arab refugees that left western Palestine for neighboring Arab countries were settled in refugee camps and denied full citizenship and rights by those countries.

· Austrian Staatsvertrag. When Nikita Khrushchev came to power in the Soviet-union he tried to stop Stalinism and cold war. Lucky Austria was the example with which he showed that he was serious. So the Soviet Union renounced its stronghold in Austria and Austria declared its eternal neutrality between the blocks. And it became a souverain state again.

· Hungary: Stalinist replaced. In Hungary, stalinist leader Rákosi had difficulty managing the economy and the people of Hungary saw living standards fall. His government became increasingly unpopular, and when Joseph Stalin died in 1953, Mátyás Rákosi was replaced as prime minister by Imre Nagy. However, he retained his position as general secretary of the Hungarian Workers Party and over the next three years the two men became involved in a bitter struggle for power.

· Thaw wheater  under Nagy. As Hungary's new leader, Imre Nagy removed state control of the mass media and encouraged public discussion on political and economic reform. This included a promise to increase the production and distribution of consumer goods. Nagy also released anti-communists from prison and talked about holding free elections and withdrawing Hungary from the Warsaw Pact.

· Scapegoat Nagy. Mátyás Rákosi led the attacks on Nagy. On March 9,  1955, the Central Committee of the Hungarian Workers Party condemned Nagy for "rightist deviation". Hungarian newspapers joined the attacks and Nagy was accused of being responsible for the country's economic problems and on 18 April he was dismissed from his post by a unanimous vote of the National Assembly. Rákosi once again became the leader of Hungary.

· Rakosi looses power. Rákosi's power was undermined by a speech made by Nikita Khrushchev in February 1956. He denounced the policies of Joseph Stalin and his followers in Eastern Europe. He also claimed that the trial of László Rajk had been a "miscarriage of justice". On 18 July 1956, Rákosi was forced from power as a result of orders from the Soviet Union. However, he did manage to secure the appointment of his close friend, Ernő Gerő, as his successor.

· A revolution in Budapest. On October 23 1956, a peaceful student demonstration in Budapest ended with severe conflicts with the police. That night, commissioned officers and soldiers joined the students on the streets of Budapest. Stalin's statue was brought down and the protesters chanted "Russians go home", "Away with Gerő" and "Long Live Nagy". The Central Committee of the Hungarian Workers Party responded to these developments by requesting Soviet military intervention and deciding that Imre Nagy should become head of a new government. Soviet tanks entered Budapest at 2 a.m. on 24 October.

· Soviet tanks appear. On October 25 Soviet tanks opened fire on protesters in Parliament Square.On October 28, Imre Nagy and a group of his supporters, including János Kádár, Géza Losonczy, Antal Apró, Károly Kiss, Ferenc Münnich and Zoltán Szabó, managed to take control of the Hungarian Workers Party. At the same time revolutionary workers' councils and local national committees were formed all over Hungary.

· Nagy wants out of Warsaw pact. Nagy's most controversial decision took place on 1 November when he announced that Hungary intended to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact as well as proclaiming Hungarian neutrality he asked the United Nations to become involved in the country's dispute with the Soviet Union.

· Red army stops the experiment. Nikita Khrushchev, the leader of the Soviet Union, became increasingly concerned about these developments and on November 4 1956 he sent the Red Army into Hungary. Soviet tanks immediately captured Hungary's airfields, highway junctions and bridges. Fighting took place all over the country but the Hungarian forces were quickly defeated.

· Mavericks are punished. Once he was in power, Kádár led an attack against revolutionaries. 21,600 mavericks (democrats, liberals, reformist communists alike) were imprisoned, 13,000 interned, and 400 killed. 

· Austro-hungarian friendship. This bad time for Hungary was a good time for friendship between the two peoples. Lots of Hungarians fled to Austria, to live there or to emigrate to other countries and they where generously helped by the Austrians.

· Goulash communism. But in the early 1960s, Kádár announced a new policy under the motto of "He who is not against us is with us." In 1966, the Central Committee approved the "New Economic Mechanism," through which it sought to rebuild the economy, increase productivity, make Hungary more competitive in world markets, and create prosperity to ensure political stability.  The time of Goulash Communism began.

· Reconciliation between Catholics and Socialists in Austria. In 1956 Franz König was made Archbishop of Vienna by Pope Pius XII: Learning from history he began a politics of neutrality between the parties. There was negotiated a new Concordate between Austrian foreign minister Kreisky and König which built a new fundament for the relationship between church and state. This was a historical step, for struggle between the Catholic church and progressives in Austria go back to 16th century, when in the process of reformation also Austrian protestants tried to get rid of a Christianity for emperors and popes. Nearly everyone in Austria was protestant in this time. Then there was a bitter counter-reformation in which protestants where killed or turned out the country. Since then the Austrians staying here were obedient servants for their lords.

· Neo-absolutism. Finally in 1848 Austrian middle classes, peasants and workers made a revolution against their authorities, the authorities won. Emperor Franz Joseph arranged a concordate with the pope which gave church the right to manage the whole education for children. They had to learn that their authorities came from God and they had to follow them whatever they did or wanted.

· Workers against church. With the industrialization there came up a powerful workers movement, being not religious at all. Intellectuals of jewish origin who had felt injustice by themselves helped the workers to form their parties and unions. 

· Social christians. The catholic movement of social christians used antisemitism to fight against workers and jews at the same time.

· Ignaz Seipel. After the Empire, in the democratic First Republic, a roman catholic priest named Ignaz Seipel, became leader of the social christian party and federal chancellor. Now roman catholics fought for the abolishing of democracy and they where successful  doing so in 1934. 

· Catholics and socialists in prison. When Nazis took over in 1938, catholic and workers’ leaders were imprisoned by the Nazis in the same jails and concentration camps.

· Learning democracy. After the war catholic and workers party where ruling the country together. The foreign soldiers  holding occupied Austria until 1955 supervised the process of learning democracy.

· Kreiskys chance. This was also an important assumption for Bruno Kreisky, the workers-leader of jewish origin, to become Austrias federal chancellor in 1970 and to modernize the country thoroughly in the following years.

· Israel: Mass-immigration: In the early years, Labour Zionists led by David Ben-Gurion dominated Israeli politics and the economy was run on primarily socialist lines.In 1950 the Knesset passed the Law of Return which granted all Jews the right to immigrate to Israel. Over the next few years, virtually the entire Jewish populations of Iraq, Yemen, Libya, Lebanon, Syria and Egypt were driven out. Jews were not permitted to live in or enter Saudi-Arabia. About 500,000 Jews left Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia by the late sixties. From 1948 to 1951, mass immigration brought some 700,000 Jews to Israel, doubling the population and leaving an indelible imprint on Israeli society. Most immigrants to Israel in the early years were either Holocaust survivors or Jews fleeing Arab lands; the largest groups in the first 3 years (over 100,000 each) were from Iraq, Romania and Poland, although immigrants arrived from all over Europe and the Middle East. From 1948 to 1958, the population rose from 800,000 to two million. During this period, food, clothes and furniture were rationed in what became known as the Austerity Period (Tkufat haTsena). Immigrants were mostly refugees with no possessions and were housed in temporary camps known as ma'abarot.

· Eichmann captured. In May 1960 the Mossad located Adolf Eichmann, one of the chief administrators of the Nazi Holocaust, in Argentina and kidnapped him to Israel. In 1961 he was put on trial and after several months found guilty and sentenced to death. He was hanged in 1962 and is the only person ever sentenced to death by an Israeli court.

· Six day war. In 1967, the united Arab military command amassed troops along the Israeli borders, while Egypt closed the Straits of Tiran and Nasser insisted that the United Nations Emergency Force leave Sinai. Syrian and Egyptian forces mobilized toward Israel's border, threatening escalation to a full war while Egyptian radio broadcasts talked of a coming genocide. in June 5, 1967, the Israeli air force launched pre-emptive attacks destroying first the Egyptian air force and then later the same day destroying the air forces of Jordan and Syria. Israel then defeated (almost successively) Egypt, Jordan and Syria. By June 11 the Arab forces were routed and all parties had accepted the cease-fire called for by UN Security Council Resolutions 235 and 236.Israel gained control of the Sinai Peninsula, the Gaza Strip, the Golan Heights, and the formerly Jordanian-controlled West Bank of the Jordan River, including East Jerusalem. On November 22, 1967, the Security Council adopted Resolution 242, the "land for peace" formula, which called for the establishment of a just and lasting peace based on Israeli withdrawal from territories occupied in 1967 in return for the end of all states of belligerency, respect for the sovereignty of all states in the area, and the right to live in peace within secure, recognized boundaries.

· The Yom Kippur War began on October 6, 1973 (the Jewish Day of Atonement), the holiest day in the Jewish calendar and a day when adult Jews are required to fast (age 13 and up for men, 12 and up for women). The Syrian and Egyptian armies launched a surprise attack against the unprepared Israeli Defence Forces. For the first few days there was a great deal of uncertainty about Israel's capacity to repel the invaders, however the Syrians were repulsed and, although the Egyptians captured some territory in Sinai, Israeli forces crossed the Suez Canal and were heading towards Cairo when a cease fire was agreed. Although the war's results were generally favourable to Israel, it cost over 2,000 dead and resulted in a heavy arms bill. The war generally made Israelis more aware of their vulnerability. Following the war, both Israelis and Egyptians showed greater willingness to negotiate. On January 18, 1974, following extensive diplomacy by US Secretary of State, Henry Kissinger, a Disengagement of Forces agreement was signed with the Egyptian government, and on May 31, with the Syrian government.

.Crisis of the after-war system.

· The 68-movement. In the late sixties western system faced a deep crisis. In USA students demonstrated against Vietnam war and racial discrimination. This unrest spread to Europe were especially in France and Germany severe riots took place. In the eastern community there were Czechoslovakia and Poland which had the biggest controversies.  Czechoslovakia was the second country which the Soviet troups envaded to hinder them from jumping off. In Austria and Hungary it was quite quiet at that time. In Vienna Bruno Kreisky seized power in Budapest Janos Kadar ruled.

· Neo-liberalism. Surprisingly, after that the believe in postwar-economy got lost. New liberals wanted to finish up with social benefits and go back to the old system of free enterprise. They succeeded in elections all over the world and they influenced the old socialist parties so that they developed similar ideas. In USA president Reagan began a new round in cold war. And at this time the Soviet union and her allies gave in. The soviet system and it’s satellites crashed down. .

· Hungary’s  transition to the west. Hungary's transition to a Western-style democracy was one of the smoothest among the former Soviet bloc. By late 1988, activists within the party and bureaucracy and Budapest-based intellectuals were increasing pressure for change. Some of these became reform socialists, while others began movements which were to develop into parties. Young liberals formed the Federation of Young Democrats (Fidesz); a core from the so-called Democratic Opposition formed the Alliance of Free Democrats (SZDSZ), and the national opposition established the Hungarian Democratic Forum (MDF). Civic activism intensified to a level not seen since the 1956 revolution.

· Soviet troops withdrawn. In 1988, Kádár was replaced as General Secretary of the Communist Party, and reform communist leader Imre Pozsgay was admitted to the Politburo. In 1989, the Parliament adopted a "democracy package," which included trade-union pluralism; freedom of association, assembly, and the press; a new electoral law; and in October 1989 a radical revision of the constitution, among others. The Soviet Union reduced its involvement by signing an agreement in April 1989 to withdraw Soviet forces by June 1991.

· New republic. In October 1989, the communist party convened its last congress and re-established itself as the Hungarian Socialist Party (MSZP). In a historic session on October 16 - October 20, 1989, the Parliament adopted legislation providing for multiparty parliamentary elections and a direct presidential election. The legislation transformed Hungary from a People's Republic into the Republic of Hungary, guaranteed human and civil rights, and created an institutional structure that ensures separation of powers among the judicial, executive, and legislative branches of government. On the day of the 1956 Revolution, October 23, the Hungarian Republic was officially declared (by the provisional President of the Republic Mátyás Szűrös), replacing the Hungarian People's Republic. The revised constitution also championed the "values of bourgeois democracy and democratic socialism" and gave equal status to public and private property.

· In Austria the age of Bruno Kreisky ended with the 1983 elections. Kreiskys successor Sinowatz formed a coalition with the Freedom-party, in which the former Nazis where organized. In 1986 Jörg Haider was elected chairman of this party, the new Social democratic leader Vranitzky denied to continue coalition with the Freedom-party and formed a new government with the conservatives. In this year presidential elections were bringing an essential dissent into Austrian politics. It came out that the winning candidate, Kurt Waldheim, former Secretary general of United Nations, had concealed his Nazi past. Now there began a discussion about Austrias role in nazism and world war II which finished the theory that Austria has been a nazi-victim.

· End of leftist government in Israel. In a surprise result, the Likud led by Menachem Begin won the 1977 elections. This was the first time in Israeli history that the government was not led by the left. Mizrahi (=jews from the Arab world) anger at discrimination was a key factor in the victory and was to play an important role in Israeli politics for many years. Moroccan born David Levy made a major contribution to winning Mizrahi support for Begin.In addition to starting a process of healing the Mizrahi-Ashkenazi divide, Begin's government included Ultra-Orthodox Jews and was instrumental in healing the Zionist - Ultra-Orthodox rift. Begin's liberalization of the economy led to hyper-inflation but enabled Israel to begin receiving US financial aid. Begin actively supported Gush Emunim's efforts to settle the West Bank, thus laying the grounds for intense conflict with the Palestinian population of the occupied territories.

· Peace with Egypt. In November 1977, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat broke 30 years of hostility with Israel by visiting Jerusalem at the invitation of Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin. During a 2-day visit, which included a speech before the Knesset, the Egyptian leader created a new psychological climate in the Middle East in which peace between Israel and its Arab neighbours seemed a realistic possibility. Sadat recognized Israel's right to exist and established the basis for direct negotiations between Egypt and Israel.Following Sadat's visit, 350 Yom Kippur war veterans organized the Peace Now movement to encourage Israeli governments to make peace with the Arabs.In September 1978, U.S. President Jimmy Carter invited President Sadat and Prime Minister Begin to meet with him at Camp David, and on September 11 they agreed on a framework for peace between Israel and Egypt and a comprehensive peace in the Middle East. It set out broad principles to guide negotiations between Israel and the Arab states. It also established guidelines for a West Bank-Gaza transitional regime of full autonomy for the Palestinians residing in these territories and for a peace treaty between Egypt and Israel. The treaty was signed on March 26, 1979, by Begin and Sadat, with President Carter signing as witness. Under the treaty, Israel returned the Sinai peninsula to Egypt in April 1982. In 1989, the governments of Israel and Egypt concluded an agreement that resolved the status of Taba, a resort area on the Gulf of Aqaba. The Arab League reacted to the peace treaty by suspending Egypt from the organisation and moving its headquarters from Cairo to Tunis. Sadat was later assassinated by members of the Egyptian army which had opposed his efforts to make peace with Israel.

· First intifada. In response to the continuing Israeli settlement and occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip regions, Palestinians began the first Intifada (uprising) in 1987. Israel responded with strong military and police resistance, but failed to end the fighting. The first intifada continued until 1991. Concern at Human Rights abuses by Israeli troops led a group of Israelis to form B'Tselem, an organization devoted to improving awareness and compliance with Human Rights requirements in Israel.

· Soviet jews. In 1990, the Soviet Union finally permitted free emigration of Soviet Jews to Israel. Prior to this, Jews trying to leave the USSR faced persecution; those who succeeded arrived as refugees.Over the next few years some one million Soviet citizens migrated to Israel, there was concern that some of the new immigrants had only a very tenuous connection to Judaism and many were accompanied by non-Jewish relatives.

· The Oslo process. In the 1992 elections, the Labour Party, led by Yitzhak Rabin, won a significant victory promising to pursue peace while promoting Rabin as a "tough general" and pledging not to deal with the PLO in any way. On September 13, 1993, Israel and the PLO signed a Declaration of Principles (DOP) [54] on the South Lawn of the White House. The declaration was a major conceptual breakthrough achieved outside of the Madrid framework which specifically barred the foreign-residing PLO leaders from the process, the condition insisted upon by Itzhak Shamir. It established an ambitious set of objectives relating to a transfer of authority from Israel to an interim Palestinian authority. The DOP established May 1999 as the date by which a permanent status agreement for the West Bank and Gaza Strip would take effect.Israel and the PLO subsequently signed the Gaza-Jericho Agreement on May 4, 1994, and the Agreement on Preparatory Transfer of Powers and Responsibilities on August 29, 1994, which began the process of transferring authority from Israel to the Palestinians.On July 25, 1994 Jordan and Israel signed the Washington Declaration which formally ended the state of war that had existed between them since 1948. On October 26, 1994, Israel and Jordan signed a historic peace treaty at a border post between the two countries, witnessed by US President Bill Clinton.Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat signed the historic Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip on September 28, 1995, in Washington, D.C.. The agreement, witnessed by President Bill Clinton on behalf of the United States and by Russia, Egypt, Norway, and the European Union, incorporates and supersedes the previous agreements and marked the conclusion of the first stage of negotiations between Israel and the PLO.

· The agreement allowed the PLO leadership to relocate to the occupied territories and granted autonomy to the Palestinians with talks to follow regarding final status. In return the Palestinians recognized Israel's right to exist and promised to abstain from use of terror.

· Rabin killed. However the agreement was opposed by Hamas and other Palestinian factions which launched suicide bomber attacks at Israel. Rabin had a barrier constructed round Gaza to prevent attacks.Tensions in Israel, arising from the continuation of terrorism and anger at loss of territory, led to the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin ostensibly by a right-wing Jewish radical on November 4, 1995, although many conspiracy theories persist.

· Al Aksa intifada. On September 28 2000, Israeli opposition leader Ariel Sharon visited the Temple Mount, sparking widespread Palestinian riots. This marked the beginning of the al-Aqsa Intifada. Israel claims that the Palestinians had been planning violence far in advance of Sharon's visit, and that his visit was used as an excuse for the planned violence to be launched. In his book The High Cost of Peace, Yossef Bodansky describes the event: "When Sharon expressed interest in visiting the Temple Mount, Barak ordered GSS chief Ami Ayalon to approach Jibril Rajoub with a special request to facilitate a smooth and friendly visit... Rajoub promised it would be smooth as long as Sharon would refrain from entering any of the mosques or praying publicly... Just to be on the safe side, Barak personally approached Arafat and once again got assurances that Sharon's visit would be smooth..." (p354)

European Union.

· It began with iron and coal. In the early fifthies, France and Germany formed, together with the little countries between them, a new community of Iron and Coal. The idea behind this was to end all the danger of war coming up from separated industries. This new community became more and more important. U.K. and the southern NATO members joint it, and after the breakdown of the Warsaw-Treaty also the neutral countries entered into it.

· Austria joins. So Austria which had done a clever deal between East and West: neutral in official terms, western in mind and economy, used the decay of the Eastern superpower 1995, to join the EU. At least the former Soviet-satellites went Commom Market. 

· Hungary joins. On April 12, 2003 Hungary voted for joining the European Union, where 83% of the votes said "Yes" to EU (45% of the population voted). Since the EU already accepted Hungary as a possible member, the 4 leading political parties (MSZP, Fidesz, SZDSZ and MDF) agreed. On 2004-05-01, Hungary became a member of the EU.

· Learned from monarchy. The new Europe has learned a lot from the experiences of the old Danube Monarchy. The nations within the EU are strictly equally entitled, their representatives are part of the common government. 

· But there are problems the new unity faces: Especially the man in the street doesn’t feel Brussels as their common thing, they are feeling ruled by a bureaucratic reign coming from outside. And often it looks like  the regional ruling classes gave part of their power to the Brussels bureaucracy to play bad cop while the politicians elected in the member states are playing good cop. So more and more national political classes loose authority and respect for they cannot solve the problems they are facing, and they try to blame Brussels for it.

· Old hostility within. Within the countries we have the old hostility against people from abroad, the old enmity between older settled and new coming ones. Populists in Austria like in Hungary are living on this fact. And, of course, we are facing real problems. Austrian business is playing a mighty role in the new eastern member-sates. The struggle for the Hungarian oil company is an example for problems coming out of this fact. It looks like Vienna was playing the role in this countries it did in the old monarchy. 

· Europe as a great chance. At the other hand this new Europe is a great chance to be taken. First time in history these middle European countries are in a situation that their people can  built relationsships at the same level of freedom and democracy. , But European have to learn to take hold of Europe by themselves. By now Europe is an effort from upside down, an effort of big business and big bureaucracy, considering at first their interests. What we are needing is also a Europe coming from down, a democratic union dealing with the problems of common people in the first line.

Discussion within the Adults Group.

Daily, after lunch, the adults met for coffee and talk. There were discussed technical issues and psychological problems, but also the historian was asked to give some material for discussion.  Here there can be found some of my theses, no dogma at all, but good stuff to ignite the passion of argument:

· We have to understand that there is an atavistic moment in human nature. There is always the danger of Kain killing Abel for the reason of jealousy. Dark passions are ruling all of us to a certain degree..

· Since the end of 18th century we are living with the capitalist revolution, mixing up peoples and times, destroying the oldest cultures and safest lifes and bringing new dangers and anxieties but also new chances and possibilities.  New techniques let old wisdoms look ridiculous, honourable men sad clowns.  Only technical progress and money count, you have to be young, clever, polyglott and rich. And as the bigger part of mankind is none of this, there is no wonder that there is unrest under them.

· In times like these worried men get back sticking to old answers. Religions in there old structures are modern and stylish again, and nationalism gives everyone hold who deserves it. Its a thing we all learned from the jews. They always where treated bad in the world and so they came to the conclusion that they where the nation selected by God.  Christians and Muslim learned this from the jews  and as they were so much more persons than the jews this gave them not only the right but also the opportunity to bring war all over the world.

· When modern times broke out there came modern restitutions for religions: all the exploited workers learned from Marx that they where chosen by history to end the rule of one class over the other, Social-Dawinists brought up the religion that the fittest has to rule over the weaks and peoples learned from their national leaders that they where chosen to rule over the whole mankind. 

· All those religions or substitutes of religions are able to strengthen the atavistic part in our nature makes Kains of all of us seeking their Abels. So the craftsmen and little shopholders in Vienna developed an ideology in which capitalism socialism and jews where only one enemy that they had to fight against to bring back the old world in which they were respected again. And a young pauper who wanted to become a painter  named Adolf Hitler learned from it. And so the German nationalists demanded a big war after which the selected German race could build a huge Empire. And young Hitler learned from it. And when he seized power in Germany he furfilled all the proposals of these crazy and unhappy little Viennese shopholders. And Shoa and 50 millions of dead where the result of it.

· It is this combination of ambitious people not seeing a chance to make their way, of populist leaders using this as an opportunity to get into political business, of statesmen unable to solve the real problems using this to avert from it, and of intolerant religions and ideologies making the big catastrophies.

· To avoid this we have to come to the real problems to solve and we have to develop democratic political processes in which we can solve it. Economy is only the fireplace to cook a meal or to be hurted or burned to death. We have to learn to work with it. Foundation of every useful politics is the fact that everyone wants to earn his living to have a furfilling work and a loving family to be member of a society in which she or he is respected and sees his or her children growing up to a good life. This must be the basis of all.

· In Europe we have bad experiences with the solving of conflicts, wheter it was the Thirty-years war in old Germany or the war of Roses in England: It always ended with the final catastrophy. Take the Thirty years war: After it from thirty millions of Germans where only 10 millions left. Most cities lay in ash in ruins, agriculture was run wild and so were people. After that it was not so difficult to make the peace of Münster and Osnabrück in 1648. There was found the principle „whose region whose religion“, every person had to take the religion of his sovereign and persons not willing to do so had to leave their countries. This war not so nice a compromise for many people who losed their homeland, but it would have been better for all of them they would have found this compromise before this terrible war.

· It was the same with national and social conflicts in Central Europe: We had to suffer two catastrophic wars, one civil war in Austria, the Shoa, two civil wars in Hungary, the expulsion of millions of German speaking,  the failed experience of communism, and then there came a compromise that would have been possible 150 years earlier: Every nation respects the development and political participation of every other nations, upper class accepts the political participation of middle classes and lower classes, big business accepts that the governments helps common people in education and social services,  human rights and democracy are common goods, and none of the big European nations wants to rule over the others. Sounds not so sensational, but it seemed not   possible until 70 millions of children, women and men where dead.

· Now, looking at the near east conflicts we have to ask the question: Will it be possible to take a compromise like this without going to complete decay before? For this purpose I think its clear that we need two things: Enlightenment and reconciliation. Enlightenment showing people what happens if the conflict goes the atavistic way and reconciliation between the real people on the streets. And it needs also a strong vision of a future in which the economical fundaments for a good live are laid, in which there is given a state infrastructure helping to do so, with working public services, and in which a civil society of all the thinkable varieties can develop. So I think that for example the Palestinians need an alternative Intifada, in which they show the Jews that they also are clever enough to build a modern society. 

Ways out of the Jewish Arab conflict.

On the last day of our camp we formed three small groups of kids, led by a grown-up in which we asked questions about the things we have dealed with. On of the groups had to think about ways out of the jewish-arab conflict. Five Hungarian, three Arab kids and one Austrian but new jewish kid took part. The results were:

· Palestine and israel are two independent states.

·  The West Bank and Gaza will belong to the palestinian state. The Arabs insisted on the borders drawn by United Nations in 1947. 

· The Arabs living now in Israel will stay there and the jewish living now in Palestine stay there. They will become citizens of the states in which they live.

· Jerusalem will be a global city . 

· There is founded an international bank to help Palestine. Israel, the Arab states,  the US,  and the EU are share-holders.

· There will be an economical and administrative treaty between the new states that makes it possible for them to co-operate.

· The new Palestinian government has a plan to build an new infrastructure. International business is invited to come to the new state. 

· The new states will be neutral in international conflicts.  



